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By Crocker Snow Jr,
Globe Btalf

The  ‘Pentagon  Papers
(whidh now warrant the
prefix ! ‘public more than
‘secret’) suggest ihat the
Jast few American Presi-
dents should have lisienced
more to the analysts from
the  Central  Intelligence
Agency about Vietnam
than to their advisers in
14 State Department, Pon-
. pon and National.Securi~
ty Council. . .

faiznunff {rom the car-
Yest parts of the siudy of
Us ipvolvement in Viet-'
nam, the national intelli-
_gence ostimates of the sit-
Suation  look reasonably
sound -~ cspecially in the
revealing' glave of hind~
sight. '

Phe partial documenta-
tion of the study suggests
{hat the intelligence com-
ity weighed in quite
negatively about President
Ngo Dinh Diem and his af-
{fect con  Soulth Vielnam;
downplayd ibe domino
theory; was scornful of the
value of committing US
ground unilg, fo.2.C nhat,
.ro]c with only i lum‘LC(l
bombing campuml under~
way; and u]tlm ately helped
porsucxuc "Defense  Secre-

Aary Robert McNamara of
{the futility  of Roiling

Thunder, the bombing war
on North Vietnam. .
The 7000-page report on
these evenia was compiled
by the Defense De partment
and thus is move repy st
ative of e nm,f:on thmkm
an the war than. of auy

other Washington-agency.
Vel seatiered refevences
and direel quotalions from
CIA estimaics can be found
throughout. The “oresight
and overall accuracy of
these estimates is>one of
{he most dramatic impres-
‘sions {o ¢ : 7,
ing of thcAﬁdx}p Med #Qr
full report which have he-
conie available.
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Jntelligence

‘hly

. i
Some of {he most impor-
intelligenee  judge-
ments which are at least
partially documented in
the report are listed heve.

o In August 1954, when
President Kisenbower was
fivst being wrged to prop
up the South Viefnamese
S c,r;g]___. monlhs. after_the,
‘French defeat by V)ulmm-
ese communists at Dién-
bienphu, a quoied nalional
intelligence estimate read:

“Although it is possible
that the French and Viet-
namese, cven  with  firm
support from the US and
other powers, may be able
1o catablish a strong reghne
in South Vietnam, we he-
lieve that the chances Tor
this development ave poor

and, morcover, {bat the sit-
uation is- m,mc likely 1o
continue 1o deteriorate

pr og}(w,lv(-ly over t]n, next
year,

¢ With Ngo Dinh Diem
consolidating his regime in
the South during the mid-
fiftics, the Pentagon wril-
ers describe American offi~
cials in ihe cmbassy, the
military and the ClA as
regularly reporting on him
as “authoritarjan, inflexi-
3y 1960,
better or

wolse, was sup-

. porting the Hmu President

Diem as a strongman, the
CIA mineed no words. One
report which’
the Pentegon  analysts
characterize as “remarka-
sound” in August of
1960 read in part:

413 the absence of more
effective Government
measures to protect the
peasnats and to win their
positive eooperation, the
prospect is for expansion of
ihe areas of Viet Cong con-
trol in the countryside,
particularly in the Houth-
‘Release-2001/0310
tisfaction and msconmnt
with the povornment will

f

probably continue to.rise. crisis in Saigon a year after
These adverse irends are Diem’s assassination, while
not irreversible, but if they the defense estahlishment
i‘ne_y was actively considering #
W ypumber
time cause the cmlapse of plans for widening the war,

remain
will

unchecked,
almost  certainly
ithe Diem regime.”)
Four
the
ning to pot involved
hig way, t
“s one
debunk

agency willing 1
the then conven-

of contingency

{he CIA was far from san-

I years Jater, with guine about the prospects:
United Stales bc-gm« “We helieve t

that the condi-

in a fions fuvor a further decay
he CIA is bho“’“ of GUN (Government of’

South “Vietnam) . will and
cncmwonc-m. The likely

tiopal wisdom of the domi- pattern of 1his decay will

S110 (ncon which held that be

if South Vielnam fell to the

defeatism,
" leadership,

increasing
aralysis  of

Communists aH the rest r;f fnclmn with Americans,

Tast Asia \"mll(l inevit -le

exploration of possible

{ao, On June 9, 1064, sever lines of poiltical accomnio-

al months before the Tonk-
in Gull incidents, the re-
port quotes
Johnson at a gencra] meet«
iz about the situation aske

ing: “Would the rest of

dations  with  the otlml
side, and a general peter-

President jng.oul of the war efiort.”

© The following spring
wuh lhe Rolling Thunder
bombing of North Vietnam

Southeast Asia necessarily upderway, President John-

{all if Laos and Soulh Vict-
nam  came - under North
Vielnamese control?”

The CIA, according to
ithe Poentagon study, an-
swered  that
“might,” but no other nas
tion “would quickly
cumb.” '

The

agency  acknowle

edged that such a develops April 2

ment “would be profound-
ly damaging to the Ul po-
sitjon in the Jar Last” and
suggested that it would
hurt  American

ing the spread of commu~

C'amhodia/

presiige

and credibility in contain-.
/1

Fnism in the area. Put the
C1A said” that cven a
clear-cut Communist vic-
tory in the South would not
affect the wider American
interest of containing overt
attacks “as long as tibe
United Stales can cffec-
tively “operate from (its
island) bascs” jn ihe ¥ar
Yast,

In Oclober 1964, fol-
Jowing Tonkin Gulf, at the
hich point  of President

Lwar .
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wative impediments  ihel
suc- haroper us in tle prostcis

. tiow of this war

Just at i.m.z iime, oo
L1468, according to.
one 05' the chronologies

containad in the Peotagon
repart, CIA dive
MeCone civeulated a momo
“diesenting from the presi-
Gential decision 1o bave Us

sronps toke aciive pert in .

¢ combat,

» feels that such action
{x pot justified snd wise
unlogs the air atlacks on
the North ave Jnereased
sulficiently to really be
physieally dam aging 1o the
DRV (Demoecratic Ympu‘n]u
of Worth Vietnam), and {
pud real prossuve on hor.
The CIA divector  proee
dicled, satd the roro f, that
the Dnited States “wa s gote
g aired «mvn ina war it
could not win?
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